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 Welcome to Burlington Baptist Church today! 

  

  WE APPROACH GOD  

God of light, shed on the world through Jesus, 
may we bear Christ’s light to the world. 

As the rising sun brings a dawn of fresh life, 
so may we speak and live the gospel’s promise of rising hope; 

of judgement and of joy and of life reborn. 
In the name of Christ our light. 

Amen. 

 Prelude            “Wexford Carol”   (Traditional Irish; arr. Mark Hayes)              Linda 

 Welcome and Announcements                                          Dave 

 Prayer and Preparation   

 

 

WE PRAISE GOD 

 Call to Worship        

* Hymn of Praise            “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem”           159 - GG 

      1.  O sing a song of Bethlehem, of shepherds watching there, 
  And of the news that came to them from angels in the air. 

 The light that shone on Bethlehem fills all the world today. 
 Of Jesus’ birth and peace on earth the angels sing always. 

 

        2.  O sing a song of Nazareth, of sunny days of joy; 
  O sing of fragrant flowers’ breath, and of the sinless boy. 
  For now, the flowers of Nazareth in every heart may grow. 
  Now spreads the fame of his dear name on all the winds that blow. 
 

         3.   O sing a song of Galilee, of lake and woods and hill, 
of him who walked upon the sea and bade its waves be still. 
For though, like waves on Galilee, dark seas of trouble roll, 
when faith has heard the Master’s word, falls peace upon the soul. 

 

            4.  O sing a song of Calvary, its glory and dismay, 
 Of him who hung upon the tree, and took our sins away. 
 For he who died on Calvary is risen from the grave, 

  and Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored, is mighty now to save. 
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 Prayer of Approach        

 Responsive Reading          Psalm 148 

  ALL: Alleluia! 

  LEADER: Praise God from the heavens,  
   praise God in the heights! 

  PEOPLE: Praise God, all you angels; 
   praise God, all you hosts! 

  LEADER: Praise God, sun and moon; 
   praise God, all you shining stars! 

  PEOPLE: Praise God, you highest heavens; 
   and you waters above the heavens! 

  LEADER: Let them all praise the name of God, 
   by whose command they were created. 

  PEOPLE: God established them forever and ever 
   and gave a decree which won’t pass away. 

  LEADER: Praise God from the earth, 
   you sea creatures and ocean depths, 
   lightning and hail, snow and mist, 
   and storms that fulfill God’s word; 

  PEOPLE: mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, 
   wild animals and cattle, reptiles and flying birds, 
   rulers of the earth, leaders of all nations, 
   all the judges in the world,  
   young men and women, old people and children – 

  LEADER: let them all praise the name of God, 
   whose name alone is exalted, 
   whose majesty transcends heaven and earth, 
   and who has raised up a horn for God’s people 
   to the praise of the faithful, the children of Israel, 
   and all people dear to God! 

  ALL: Alleluia!  Amen. 

 A Gift of Music                “Away in a Manger”                               Kate 
                                    (James Murray, 1887; arr. Nancy and Randell Faber) 
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WE GIVE OURSELVES TO GOD 

 Prayers of the People of God 

  The Offering      “In the Bleak Midwinter”     (Gustav Holst, 1906)         Lisa 

*  Offertory Prayer            “As Those of Old”       (verse 3)                712 - GG 

 In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today,  
 to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. 
 O God who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your son, 
 help us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done.  Amen. 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 The Scriptures        Sharyn                                    

  Hebrew Lesson: 1 Samuel 2: 18 - 20 
  Gospel Lesson:  Luke 2: 41 - 52                              

 Sermon:    “Jesus Goes to School” 

* Communion Hymn   “Will You Come and See the Light?”   [Tune #726] 

 
1. Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 

It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
It will be your guiding star, it will show you who you are; 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 

2. Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 
By the pyramids of greed there’s a longing to be freed; 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
 

 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
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GOD SENDS US FORTH 

* Hymn of Response    “Will You Come and See the Light?”    [Tune #726] 

 
3. Will you join the hope, alight in the young girl’s eyes, 

of the mighty put to flight by a baby’s cries? 
When the lowest and the least are the foremost at the feast, 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 

4. Will you travel by the light of the babe newborn? 
In the candle lit at night there’s a gleam of dawn, 
And the darkness all about is too dim to put it out: 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 
 Benediction           

 Postlude         “When Jesus Was a Growing Lad”     (John Horman) 

Malcolm 
 


