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 Welcome to Burlington Baptist Church today! 

* You are invited to stand. 

  
 

  WE APPROACH GOD  

We stand at the edge of summer. 
The sun has at last warmed us enough 
that we begin to trust in its presence. 

The last burst of spring blossoms - 
lavender and white and deep pink banks of rhododendrons - 

give way to peonies and roses. 
O Source of the turning seasons, 

of earth, of life, of promise gradually becoming fulfilment, 
may we, your people, find a lightening of our burdens 

with the brightening of the sky. 
Amen. 

 
 Prelude              “Prelude on 'Brother James's Air'"    (Searle Wright)   

Linda 

 Welcome and Announcements                                          Dave 

 Prayer and Preparation   

 

 

 

WE PRAISE GOD 

* Invitation to Worship   

*   Hymn of Praise                    “Lord of the Lands”                   307 - TH 
 

1. Lord of the lands, beneath Thy bending skies, 
On field and flood, where’er our banner flies, 
Thy people lift their hearts to Thee, 
Their grateful voices raise: 
May our Dominion ever be a temple to Thy praise. 
Thy will alone let all enthrone; 
Lord of the lands, make Canada Thine own! 
Lord of the lands, make Canada Thine own! 



2 

 

2. Almighty Love, by Thy mysterious power, 
In wisdom guide, with faith and freedom dower; 
Be ours a nation evermore that no oppression blights, 
Where justice rules from shore to shore,  

from lakes to northern lights. 
May love alone for wrong atone; 
Lord of the lands, make Canada Thine own! 
Lord of the lands, make Canada Thine own! 

 

3. Lord of the worlds, with strong eternal hand, 
Hold us in honour, truth and self-command; 
The loyal heart, the constant mind, 
The courage to be true, 
Our wide-extending Empire bind, 
And all the earth renew. 
Thy name be known through every zone; 
Lord of the worlds, make all the lands Thine own! 
Lord of the worlds, make all the lands Thine own! 

 

* Prayer of Approach              

 Responsive Reading       “Psalm 78”   (selected) 
 

  LEADER: My people, hear my teaching;  
   listen to the words of my mouth! 
   I will open my mouth in parables, 
   I will utter things hidden from of old -  
   things we have heard and known 
   things our ancestors have told us. 
 

  PEOPLE: We won't hide them from our children; 
   we will tell the next generation. 
   We'll tell them of your praiseworthy deeds, O God, 
   about your power, and the wonders you performed. 
 

  LEADER: You set up statutes for our forebears, 
   and established the Law in Israel, which you 
   commanded our ancestors to teach their children 
   so the next generation would know them. 
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  PEOPLE: Then they would put their trust in you, 
   and not forget your deeds,  
   but keep your commandments.   
 

  LEADER: You built your sanctuary like the high heavens, 
   like the earth that you established forever. 
 

  PEOPLE: You chose David, your faithful one, 
   and took him from the sheepfolds. 
   You took him from tending nursing ewes 
   to be the shepherd of your chosen people, Israel. 
 

  LEADER: With an upright heart he tended them 
   and guided them with a skilful hand. 
   So may you guide us, O God. 
 

  ALL: Amen. 
 

 A Gift of Song             "The Mighty One"     (Cindy Berry)    
Gina, Lisa, Sharyn, Malcolm 

 
 

 

WE GIVE OURSELVES TO GOD 

 Prayers of the People of God 

 Offering Invitation 

 A Gift of Music       "Bringing in the Sheaves"    (Knowles Shaw/George Minor) 

*  Offering Prayer        “For the Life that You have Given”         717 - GG 

 For the life that you have given,  
  for your love in Christ made known,  
 with these fruits of time and labour,  
  with these gifts that are your own: 
 here we offer, God, our praises;  
  heart and mind and strength we bring; 
 give us grace to love and serve you,  
  living what we pray and sing.    Amen. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO US 
 The Scriptures                                           Marina 

  Gospel Lesson:  Mark 4: 1 - 23  

 Sermon:    “The Sower and the Seed” 

* Communion Hymn  "Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread"   500 - GG 
 

    1. Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; 
  Saviour, abide with us, and spread your table in our heart. 
 

    2. Here share with us, in love divine, your body and your blood, 
  that living bread, that heavenly wine, be our immortal food. 
 

 Celebration of Communion 

 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH 

* Hymn of Response       “A Sower Came from Ancient Hills”    
                                                                                          [Tune @ #696]                     171 - GG 
 

1. A Sower came from ancient hills and cast good seed abroad: 
his field, ten thousand human hearts; his seed, the word of God. 
And some who listened would not hear,  

and some who heard forgot. 
But some received in fertile soil the truth the Sower taught. 

 

2. A Sower walked throughout the land and, everywhere he trod,  
he sowed his life because he was himself the Seed of God. 
But then, atop a barren hill, beneath a darkening sky, 
they threw God’s Seed on stony ground and left it there to die. 

 

3. The seed was buried deep in death beneath a blood-red sky, 
and deeper still was buried hope for those who watched him die. 
But then, in Joseph’s garden fair, as dawn broke o’er the land, 
the Seed from three days’ silent sleep,  

awoke at God’s command! 



5 

 

4. O Christ, you come among us still, the Sower and the Seed. 
As once you sowed the truth of God in glowing word and deed, 
implant your word in waiting hearts, and let it there take hold, 
until it bears in fruitful lives a harvest hundredfold. 

 

* Benediction 

 Postlude             "The Blessing Riddle"                   Gina, Lisa, Sharyn, Malcolm 

                                    (Pepper Choplin/Traditional Folk Melody)   
 

 
 


