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 Welcome to Burlington Baptist Church today! 

* You are invited to stand. 

 

 

 

  WE APPROACH GOD  

Loving God, 
from the distant country 

of our own selfishness and sin, 
you call us home once again. 

And in our homecoming, 
you run to us and embrace us; 

you feed and clothe us; 
you welcome us with joy and gladness. 

Here in your house this day, 
may we again know such joy and grace. 

Amen. 

 Prelude                         “The Old Rugged Cross ”                              Cameron 
                             (arranged by Jenifer Cook) 

 Welcome and Announcements                                          Dave 

 Prayer and Preparation                       
 
 
 

WE PRAISE GOD 

 Invitation to Worship  

* Gathering Hymn   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”    475 - GG 
 

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing;  
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet,  

sung by flaming tongues above; 
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,  

mount of God’s unchanging love! 
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2. Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger,  

wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

 
3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter,  
bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

 

* Prayer of Confession and Approach [In Unison] 

 God of grace, have mercy upon us.   

We confess that we have often gone our own way,  

wandering in strange lands, far from you.   

And we often squander your good gifts to us.   

Help us to come to our senses  

and to return to you in worship this day.  

Enable us to receive your ready forgiveness  

and your lavish love.   

Open us to the celebration of homecoming.   

And may we be ever ready  

to share your hospitality and mercy with others.   

In Jesus' name.  Amen.    

 

 Responsive Reading   “Going Home” – a paraphrase of Psalm 32 

 

 LEADER:  Blessed are those whose wrongdoing is forgiven, 
  whose failures are covered by grace. 
 
 PEOPLE:  Blessed are those to whom God holds no guilt, 
  in whose spirits there is no deceit. 
 
 LEADER:  When we kept silent, our bodies wasted away; 
  our hearts ached with the weight of unspoken burdens. 
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 PEOPLE:  But when we acknowledged our failures, 
  when we turned back to God, 
  we were met with mercy and love. 
  

 LEADER: You are our shelter, O God, our place of safety. 
  In your arms, we find refuge from every storm. 
 

 PEOPLE:  You surround us with songs of deliverance, 
  melodies of grace that call us home. 
 

 LEADER:  God says, “I will teach you the way you should go; 
  I will guide you with love and wisdom.” 
 

 PEOPLE:  We will not be stubborn or afraid, 
  but will trust in the One who leads us home. 
 

 LEADER:  Be glad in God and rejoice,  
  all who seek the path of love! 
  Shout for joy, all you whose hearts are open to grace! 
 

 PEOPLE:  We come home to God, 
  resting in mercy, rejoicing in forgiveness, 
  living as beloved children of grace. 
 

 ALL:  Thanks be to God, who welcomes us home  
  with open arms!  Amen. 
 

  

WE GIVE OURSELVES TO GOD 

 A Gift of Music                  “Part of the Plan”                  The BBC Singers 
                                                              (Natalie Sleeth) 
  

    Sunday Morning Friends 
 

 Prayers of the People of God  
 

 Offering Invitation 
 

* Offering Hymn                 “God of the Sparrow”                          22 - GG 
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1. God of the sparrow, God of the whale, 
 God of the swirling stars; 
 How does the creature say Awe? 
 How does the creature say Praise? 
 

2. God of the earthquake, God of the storm, 
   God of the trumpet blast; 
   How does the creature cry Woe? 
   How does the creature cry Save? 

 

3. God of the rainbow, God of the cross, 
  God of the empty grave; 

How does the creature say Grace? 
How does the creature say Thanks? 

 

4. God of the hungry, God of the sick,  
  God of the prodigal; 

How does the creature say Care? 
How does the creature say Life? 

 

5. God of the neighbor, God of the foe, 
  God of the pruning hook; 

How does the creature say Love? 
How does the creature say Peace? 

 

6. God of the ages, God near at hand,  
  God of the loving heart; 

How do your children say Joy? 
How do your children say Home? 

 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 

 The Scriptures                             

  Epistle Lesson:  2 Corinthians 5: 16 - 21       

  Gospel Lesson:  Luke 15: 1 – 3, 11b - 32 

 Sermon:    “A Man had Two Sons”                  
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GOD SENDS US FORTH 
 

* Hymn of Response         “A Woman and a Coin”                    173 - GG 
 

1. A woman and a coin: the coin is lost! 
How much it means to her, what time and toil, 
what part it was to play in her bright dreams! 
Am I that treasured coin worth searching for? 
I’m found, and you rejoice!  What love!  What love! 
 

2. A shepherd and a sheep: the sheep is lost! 
Far from the flock, the on in hundred cries, 
then, risking life, the shepherd’s voice and staff! 
Am I that treasured sheep worth dying for? 
I live, and you rejoice!  What love!  What love! 

 

3. A parent and a child: the child is lost! 
The parent feeds on memories and hope, 
the prodigal on husks and one last chance. 
Am I that treasured child worth waiting for?  
I’m home, and you rejoice!  What love!  What love! 

 

4. Dear God, you sought us when the world was lost; 
You gave your only son at what a cost; 
now we can be all you were dreaming of. 
We’re safe, and you rejoice!  What love!  What love! 

 

* Benediction   
 

* Tenebrae – the fourth purple candle is extinguished 
 

* Choral Benediction   
 

  Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 
  Set your seal upon my heart and live in me.              (sung 3 times) 

 
 Postlude                     Cameron 
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